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Tradition and Westernization in Cover Design Cultures of Native Books Du—
ring the Republic Period

LIU Ming—gang

(Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325000, China)

Abstract: It analyzed the main word and illustrated themes on the books cover binding, summarized the presentations of
the bookbinding forms changing gradually from traditional native forms to the modern forms combining Chinese and
Western, and furthermore analyzed the cultural connotation in design representing intense modern artistic atmosphere
based on the enlightenment of Chinese and Western culture blending in binding design of native books during the
Republic Period in China. The aesthetic expression of the book cover design in the Republic Period is proposed: the
traditional aesthetic experience is characterized by physical comfort and restful to the spirit coexist, and the beauty of
Western arts embodies in consistency of abstract art and constructivism. Finally, the diversity of book decorative designs
under the influence of the mixture of Chinese and Western is further explained.
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Fig.1 Traditional thread—bound form
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Fig.2 Modern format
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Fig.3 Covers inscribed with calligraphy body or art font

NS NEMOEFBRE P IAREMRD XEART
HEBRTIENBHBBEEEINTE, 2+ 0a
0P
2.2 PEREREVESH XS

AERE BT NA L BRI, Bk
RIS B HEBIE SIS s BB D ZANIS DU
MMEZINE XTI R “ SheR” , RIS
R NE4 B SHREEEENE

K4 gyt

Fig.4 Covers with abstract forms
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Fig.5 Beautiful cover girls
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