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Analysis of Shape Design Strategy of Mobile Phone Evolution

ZHANG Yan—he, ZHENG Cui-ying, ZHU Ling—hui

(South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract: To obtain successful experience of mobile phone shape design, Nokia mobile phone is taken as an example to
discuss design strategy during its shape evolution (SE). By analyzing key affective elements as user preference,
technology and economy, Nokia SE is classified as luxury, gradual and fashionable phrase. In addition, Nokia key form
languages are classified as 34 types. Based on studies mentioned above, the main design strategies of Nokia shape are
discussed, which are selective shape innovation, phase shape identification, shape integrating function and differential
shape position. These strategies are important for product brand shape design.
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Fig.1 Shape development of Nokia mobile phone
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Tab.1 Form language development of Nokia mobile phone

B 1% 2% 3% 5% 6% S 8F 9K N#&R E# X% CH
1994 30 30 15

1995 30 15 x 15

1996 30 15 x 31 32

1997 30 15 15 15 15 31 32

1998 30 x 15 15 15 34 31 33

1999 x 15 1 15 15 34 8 x

2000  x x 1 15 5 7 8 33

2001 x x 1 15 5 7 78 33

2002 x 1 1312 4 5.7 7 8 33

2003 2 12 234 12 5,7 7.9 8 x

2004 2 2 23 12 6.7.9 9 x 33

2005 2 2 19 12 6,11,16 9 22 33 11,23
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Fig.3 Shape identification phases of Nokia mobile phone
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