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Mor phology Digging and Char acteristics Extracting of Chinese Ancient Rattan Furniture

ZHANG Ying-quan*?, WU Zhi-hui®
(1.Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing 210037, China; 2.Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China)

ABSTRACT: It aims to make up for lack of researches of Chinese furniture history on rattan furniture that is a kind of
wicker furniture, some valuable information about the morphology of ancient Chinese rattan furniture is being dug out
from a vast historical data. And its characteristics are extracted. Combining case analysis method with grounded theory,
some cases of rattan furniture are sought out and filtrated from alot of texts, paintings and pictures, by which rattan fur-
niture is classified and its key factors are extracted successively. Then the usage and aesthetics characteristics of ancient
Chinese rattan furniture are explored by analyzing the features of each type of the furniture cases. Some typical cases are
extracted from five-type rattan furniture respectively in rattan pier, wood-frame rattan seat, bamboo-frame rattan seat,
rattan cabinet and rattan implements. So five case-characteristic matrixes are obtained corresponding to the five types of
rattan furniture. Hereby, synthetic usage and aesthetics characteristics of ancient Chinese rattan furniture are extracted in
three dimensions of different cases, different furniture types and different characteristic types. Ancient Chinese rattan fur-
niture has the usage characteristics as follows: culture-rich and civilian-friendly, environment-protection and practical,
portable and low-cost. Meanwhile it also has the aesthetics characteristics as follows: natural and exquisite, succinct and
protean, folk-custom and elegant. These characteristics give some important enlightenment for rattan furniture design in
the contemporary era.

KEY WORDS: rattan furniture; morphological structure; characteristics extraction; multidimensional induction; ancient
furniture
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Fig.1 The source of rattan pier
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Fig.2 The typical cases of rattan furniture
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Tab.1 Rattan furniture cases-characteristic matrix: usage characteristics
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Fig.3 Three-dimensional induction of Chinese traditional rattan pier using characteristics and aesthetic characteristics
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