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Transformation and Application Research of Iterative Thinking in Product Design

WEI Bing-lin, CAO Ming
(Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

ABSTRACT: It aims to research the transformation and application of iterative thinking in product design process.
Through analysis of internet product development cases, it states the definition and connotation of iterative thinking,
summarizes the performance characteristics of iterative thinking in the process of leading internet product development.
Meanwhile, it compares and analyzes the design methods between internet products and tangible products with regard to
those performance characteristics. It puts forward the relating principles applicable to the conversion and application of
iterative thinking in the process of product design which are user centered, co-creation, modularized growth, agile manu-
facturing and the long-tail theory. Iterative thinking is distinguished from traditional creation ideas and creation rules.
Converting and applying iterative thinking to tangible product designing process would provide product designing with
new thinking modes and guiding principles.
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Fig.2 The product design process under the guiding
of five principles
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