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Usability of Flat Design

HUANG Wei, YANG Qin, QIAO Xin-xin
(Zhejiang University of Technology, Hangzhou 310012, China)

ABSTRACT: It aims to analyze the usability problems caused by overuse in flat design. It uses usability engineering
methods to demonstrate that due to the lack of clickable visual signals on interaction elements, users heavily rely on con-
text semantics, elements around, tentative click and other indirect cues to understand interface then cognitive difficulty
and interaction cost increase. On the one hand, interaction elements combine information of visual expression form and
function form, with which clear visual cues can tell users how to interact with interface and avoid unnecessary cost.
Moreover, clear visual hierarchy can also construct information layers. On the other hand, it is necessary to reconsider
subtle visual effects and innovative interaction mode. In summary, clear click signals, information hierarchy design, us-

er-friendly interface is the future trend of flat design.

KEY WORDS: interaction element; interaction cost; usability; flat design; visual design
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