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Influence of the Maritime Silk Road on Guangdong Decor ation Design in Qing Dynasty
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ABSTRACT: Taking the Guangdong decoration in Qing Dynasty as the example, it analyzes and summarizes the influ-
ence of maritime silk road on the Guangdong decoration. The subjects of interests are various design elements of the
Guangdong decoration such as shape, decoration, and form composition. Using methods in graphical analysis and sociol-
ogy, we could analyze the connection and interaction between the Chinese and the western culture as shown in the
Guangdong decoration art. The unique artistic appearance of Guangdong decoration is a reflection of its shared genes in
the Chinese and western art. It's a natural result of the cultural exchange during the development of the Guangdong deco-
ration. This cultural diversity and integration are clearly shown in many aspects of the Guangdong decoration art, such as
the visual combination of both the practical and decorative nature, and the integration of symbolic and descriptive lan-
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guage. It proves to be another excellent example of cultural exchange and integration.

KEY WORDS: Maritime silk road; the Qing dynasty; Guangdong decoration; woven gold; diversity
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Fig.1 A powder enamel jar in the late Qing dynasty
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Fig.3 The guangcai farnair isin all directions
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Fig.4 Guangcai dab of characters
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Fig.5 Guangcai thirteen large bowls
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