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The Design Philosophy and Times' Significance of William Morris

WANG Ying
(Qilu University of Technology(Shandong Academy of Sciences), Jinan 250300, China)

ABSTRACT: It analyzes the design philosophy of William Morris, shows the spirit of modern design and provides a
theoretical basis for the development of modern design philosophy. Applying the Methodology of Comparative History by
Marc Bloch and the spirit of the time by Hegel, it explores the significance and value of William Morris's design philos-
ophy in different social contexts. As "the father of modern movement" and "the reformer of design”, William Morris puts
forward " service the public" the concept of democracy of people-oriented design, which adhere to the " blended from
nature” of green design concept, and achieve "the unity of function and beauty", and deeply understanding of the symbi-
otic relationship between the times and the social system, his design idea is diachronic and prospective. In different times
and social background, William Morris design philosophy is the inner core strength, which always exists in the design ac-
tivities, and the design is the manifestation of the spirit of the times.
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