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Application of Metaphorical Characteristics of Color in Mobile Phone UI Design

LIU Xiang-yu, WANG Kun, WANG Qiang
(Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

ABSTRACT: It aims to study the metaphorical characteristics of color and its applications in mobile phone UI design.
Based on linguistics cognitive metaphor study, the chromatics theoretical system and relevance theory is applied as foun-
dations to analyze relevant interfaces and application contexts in iPhone 7. Besides, on the basis of the test result of eye
tracker experiment, the four features of color, such as information metaphor, functional metaphor, emotional metaphor and
aesthetic metaphor in the design of mobile phone UI are analyzed. The correct use of the metaphorical characteristics of
color can make mobile UI design, effectively help users to lighten cognitive burden, simplify operational process and
build a good and usable interactive design environment.
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Fig.2 Color analysis chart of system built-in application icon
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Fig.4 System settings interface
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Fig.7 Icon color analysis chart of classification application list in APP Store
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