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Predicament and Revival of Shanxi Handicraft Folk Paper-cutting
under the Background of Regional Culture

ZHANG Hai-lin, ZHOU Qi
(Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300384, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to take the revival of traditional folk paper-cutting under regional culture in Shanxi
as an example to put forward some suggestions on revival to make the folk paper-cutting break the formal
constraints under the background of social and cultural integration, and change the traditional expression form
with the innovation as driving force of development and combined with the current cultural development, so as
to reveal its unique cultural attributes and get better inheritance, with respect to the fact that, influenced by the
change of current social and cultural environment, the traditional handicraft rooted in local land is out of bal-
ance day by day. The paper-cutting rooted in the folk lost its right to speak in the development process. The
following three aspects were deeply analyzed: the internal cause of the development predicament of folk pa-
per-cutting in Shanxi, the reflection of the cultural core and the contemporary demand of folk paper-cutting of
Shanxi, and the dynamic balance between the folk paper-cutting and the commercial demand. The traditional
cultural life consist with the development of the times is the key to the exuberant vitality by the folk pa-
per-cutting. The suggestions on revival of traditional folk paper-cutting are put forward to revive the pa-
per-cutting culture of Shanxi from three aspects, including the combination of paper-cutting and modern
technology, paper-cutting creation contents aligning with modern life, and folk paper-cutting integrated into
modern art design.
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Tab.1 Shanxi paper-cutting customs
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