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Multiple Missions of Design Research and Design
Management in the Context of Sociology

ZHANG Yu-jing
(French Alliance of Xi’an, Xi'an 710069, China)

ABSTRACT: It aims to define the multiple missions of design research and design management in the present era. Lon-
gitudinally, it analyzed its reference to philosophical and sociological views and paradigms from the perspective of the
evolution of the writing style of the design history. The sociological concepts of "field", "habitus* and "capital", which
were raised by a French sociological theorist Bourdieu, were used as analytical tools to explain the significance of the de-
sign widely involved in social construction. Through the way of weaving warp and weft, and in combination with the
specific situation of design practice in postindustrial era, commercial value, humanistic value and ethical critical signifi-
cance of design management to contemporary design were analyzed. After all, the new discipline of design management
should be further proposed that the social responsibility and ethical value of design should be taken into consideration,
That is, to combine it with business management. It is not to create capital profit, but to better serve the society.
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Tab.1 Comparison between linear design history
and sociological design
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Fig.1 Relationships between design management, design ac-
tivity and positive social development
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