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Formation of New Text Image in Chinese Typography from Evolutions of Modern
Chinese Characters and Typesetting and Printing Development
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ABSTRACT: The work aims to analyze modern Chinese typesetting by studying the text image in modern Chinese ty-
pography from different perspectives so as to provide foundation and basis for a broad and rule-based typographic design.
Over one hundred years when modern CJK letterpress printing started from China and developed in three countries in the
East Asia, the text image of Chinese typography transformed into a modern pattern as a result of being heavily influenced
by factors such as the revolutions of the written word, alteration of the basic printing types, demand in bilingual typogra-
phy, contemporary punctuation marks which were integrated within the text lines, and horizontal typesetting. During this
evolution, the composition of modern Chinese typography was immensely different from any of those preceding the in-
novation of modern CJK letterpress. The text image and the fundamental logic in typesetting went through a paradigm
shift. By studying the above factors, it can be concluded that the modern Chinese text image is one that contains
mono-width, mono-height, and mono-spaced CJK characters and proportional, non-lining alphanumerics with variable
spacing. A dynamic balance is stricken between the rule-based adjustment of punctuation marks, the justification on both
sides of the text image so as to ensure the forbidden rules of punctuation.
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Fig.3 Text image typically found in the most
classical Chinese printed books
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