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Expression of Visual Power in the Design of Chinese Theme Cover of The Economist

HE Jing
(Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to study the expression of visual power in the design of Chinese theme covers of The
Economist. Based on the research methods for iconology and communication science, with the cover design featured by
Chinese themes in the 52" issue of The Economist (Asia-Pacific version) as the sample, the grammatical attributes and
function of meaning expression of different images and texts, the ways to realize the legalization of power and the ex-
pression of graphic coupling power were studied. The cover image and the text are no longer simple carriers of meaning in
the coupling expression, but the political means in which the media participate in the social practices, becoming a kind of
power operation and expression form with which it attempts to affect the audiences with its own point of view and visual

discourse mode.
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Fig.3 The cover of January 25, 2014
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Fig.4 The cover of March 14, 2015
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Fig.6 The cover of March 31, 2007
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