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Novel Perspectives of Book Binding Design in Late Ming Dynasty

JIANG Liang
(Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to analyze and study the uniqueness of book binding design at that time from the perspective
of social background, historical reasons, cultural appeal and artistic environment, etc. in the late Ming Dynasty. The origin
and formation reasons for the artistic style of book binding in late Ming Dynasty were explored by combining numerous
factors like cultural inheritance, political background, social economy, art aesthetics, science and technology. The influ-
ence of aesthetic concept of "pursuing strangeness” and design ideain late Ming Dynasty on book binding design has been
discussed, which presents its consistency with Song and Yuan culture and the uniqueness of daring to break the ancient
classics and brave innovation. Books in late Ming Dynasty have "singular" titles and contents, "various" forms of binding

and "novel" layout design, like the embryonic form of modern book shape.
KEY WORDS: late Ming Dynasty; novel; book; binding design; design concept; layout design
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Hall" Chongzhen 17th year of Ming Dynasty (1644)
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Fig.3 "The commentary of South China" Tiangi 4th
year of Ming Dynasty (1627)
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Fig.4 "The Romance of Pearl" combination of red and
black inks, late Ming Dynasty
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