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Design of Olympic Medals Based on Cultural Image Cognition

ZHENG Lin-xin, DU Jia-yun
(Zhejiang University of Science & Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to analyze the evolution trend of Olympic medal styles, study the influence of the cultural
symbols' expressions and types on the cultural image cognition, and summarize the application rule of cultural symbolsin
excellent medal designs. The pictures of successive Olympic medals were collected to deconstruct the cultural symbols
applied in the design to obtain the objective relationship between the successive medals and the cultural symbols. On this
basis, an image cognitive experiment was carried out to invite various people to score three cultural image items of
Olympic medals including sports, host country and Greek to get the subjective relationship between the successive medals
and the cultural symbols. Finally, the focus group method was adopted to invite experts to evaluate the medals of each
Olympic Games, analyze the evolution trend of medal styles and then conclude the application rule of the cultural sym-
bols. The style trend of medal design is from representational to abstract, from complex to concise, from serious to free,
and from similar to unique. The same cultural symbols with different expressions will produce different cultural images.
Different types of cultural symbols have different cognition degrees, and architecture and traditional crafts as cultural
symbols are easier to be recognized than plants and geography as cultural symbols.
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Fig.1 1896 Athens Olympic Games Medal
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