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Binary Opposition and Symbiosis in Black and White Graphic Design

MAO Ming
(Zhejiang Fashion Institute of Technology, Ningbo 315211, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to explore the cultural connotation of visual communication design with excellent black and
white graphic work as the object. From the perspective of the dualism of the form of black and white graphics, the cultural
origins of color were examined and the philosophical basis of duality and its attributes was investigated. Combined with
the fact that the two levels of black and white graphics were translated, the aesthetic relationship between the objects was
examined. Secondly, with the symbiosis theory of Kurokawa Kisho, the symbiosis after the unity of opposite elements was
discussed. The emphasis was on specificity, reciprocity and simultaneity. FUTURE was taken as an example to study the
natural fusion and generation of black and white binary and concise graphics. In black and white binary graphics, binary
opposition is only an express method and can let black and white graphics achieve a service for human communication
visual symbols through symbiosis and further to build an emotional relationship with the viewer. Therefore, the symbiosis
has become one of the goals of the theoretical innovation of visual communication design and enriches the connotation
and extension of the works.
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Fig.3 White dots that exist at the confluence
of black and white squares turn black or dark gray
as the line of sight moves
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Fig.5 Positive & Negative graphics and "Victory"
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