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Left-handed Product Design under the Universal Design Concept

HUANG Qun, XIA Yun-fei
(School of Art and Design, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430070, China)

ABSTRACT: As the society develops, the left-handers are still a group that is easily overlooked, especially in design and
supply of product. Based on this situation, this paper aims to explore the status quo of left-handed product and its design
research in China, and provide theoretical reference for design of left-handed product. First of all, it clarified the concept
of left-hander and its definition method, and learnt the current proportion situation of left-handers. Then, through analysis
and comparison of related literatures, it discussed the status quo and classification of left-handed product, and innova-
tively proposed classification method of left-handed product that is conducive to design analysis. Finally, based on the
concept of universal design, it summarized and developed the design methods of current left-handed product. At the same
time, it discussed the application of the design methods according to the proposed classification method of left-handed
product. From the perspective of left-handers, it proposes a new method for classifying products: classifying by the sym-
metry of products’ shape and function. According to different logical thoughts, it summarizes five design methods of
left-handed product. Combining product classification with specific design methods, it presents references for application
in design practice.
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Tab.2 Hand movements and other body parts that have a habitual side
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Fig.1 Classification of products currently used by left-handers
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Fig.3 Design method and application of left-handed product
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