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Evolution of Chinese Ancient Jointed Ring Based on the Theory of Design Methodology
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ABSTRACT: The paper aims to find out the reasons and the rules of utensil change through analyzing specific changes of
Chinese ancient jointed ring to provide thoughts for modern design. Based on the design methodology of Liu Guanzhong,
Chinese ancient jointed rings of six typical dynasties (the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, the Warring State Period, the Qin
and Han Dynasties, the Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties, the Tang and Song Dynasties as well as the Ming and
Qing Dynasties) in a time shaft were selected to deduce their real functions such as helping carrying the heavy things and
knocking at doors, and their mental functions such as preventing the evil things and protecting our home. From the per-
spective of “element”, Chinese ancient jointed ring plays a significant role in the Chinese history. Its involvement in each
dynasty mainly depends on the things solved through it. These things are similar to a certain degree. From the perspective
of "source", Chinese ancient jointed ring is affected by the current social environment. Namely, "advocating witchcraft",
"law and discipline rite", "worship for the Confucianism", "metaphysics" and other culture drift change the Chinese an-
cient jointed ring accordingly.
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Fig.1 The golden jointed ring with a standing
phoenix and dragon
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Fig.2 The bronze tripod with a drainage
nozzle decorated by gold and silver
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Fig.3 The ancient jointed ring of the
Han Dynasty stone reliefs
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Fig.4 The ancient jointed ring on the door of the king of the
South Yue's tomb in the Western Han Dynasty
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Fig.5 A bronze jointed ring decorated by piercing
engraving in the Northern Wei Dynasty
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Fig.6 The celadon bottle in the Han Dynasty's tomb
discovered in the east of Huashan Mountain
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Fig.7 The ancient jointed ring decorated with pepper picture
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