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Object Field Expansion and Discipline Group Fusion of
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ABSTRACT: The paper aims to discuss the development of image design research after the 1980s, to present derivation
status of each image design discipline. Based on related data of journal articles, degree thesis and books titled as "image
design", the scale expansion of image design research was directly reflected by the data change. The cross-sectional and
longitudinal expansion of image design research field was reflected by extracting key words of prefix and postfix in the
above literatures. Results of researches of image design are going through a disciplinization process to be converged to a
new discipline group—image design science, including corporate image design and package image design from local dis-
cipline-based convergence and image design aesthetics and general image design from universal discipline-based conver-
gence. The research development and discipline group derivation of image design in China is driven by social require-
ments.
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Tab.1 Annual statistics of image design research in journals, degree thesis and books

(1986—2017)
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Tab.2 Samples of horizontal expand of image design research object fields
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Fig.1 Derivation trajectory of image design science
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