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Communication Methods in Co-design from a Polynary Perspective

SHI Di
(Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

ABSTRACT: This paper aims to construct one model based on the analysis of communication between designers and
non-designers in co-design, to solve the communication problems in co-design, to promote the development of co-design
practices and researches, and to provide methods for co-innovation. Firstly, the issues in the study of co-design commu-
nication were summarized. Secondly, based on the conclusion of previous research on binary communication methods in
co-design, the models for polynary communication methods in co-design was constructed. Finally, the proposed models
were conducted and reflected in practice. Through this process, we found that the two communication models are both
helpful to solve the communication problems in co-design. The medium used in these models can work as a tool for col-
lecting information and for subsequent reflection and analysis.
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Fig.1 The missing part of current co-design
communication research
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Fig.2 The one-time one-solution communication model
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Fig.3 The tools and environment of one-time one-solution communication model experiment
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Fig.4 The one-time multi-solution communication model
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Fig.5 The tools and environment of one-time multi-solution communication model experiment
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