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Case Study of Handcraft Design Standards in Ancient China

LU Jiang-yan, LANG Yu-shuai, LYU Jie-feng
(Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430070, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to find out the related design standards of these ancient handicrafts as well as the
multi-faceted and excellent design contents embodied by these design standards by studying the standard cases of ancient
handicraft design scattered in the ancient Chinese literature. Qualitative and quantitative methods were used to analyze
and classify the main problems in the literature and investigate the types and traits of standard cases of ancient handicraft
design so as to explore the modern logics from the historic evidence. The textual contents of design standards and corre-
sponding connotation and traits are analyzed from shape, scale and structure through sorting out the standard cases of
handicraft design in ancient Chinese documents. The study shows that the ancient Chinese handicraft design standards
have systematic characteristics and do not hinder innovation, but provide a guarantee for the basic quality of handicraft.
There are some basic forms of the implementation of ancient handicraft design standards such as unification, combination,
serialization, modularization and generalization.
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Fig.1 Arrows published in "Wubeizhi"
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Fig.3 Sketch of the Zen chair published in "The First Inter-
pretation of the Furniture Clause of the Luban Classical Mirror"
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Fig.4 Structural ratio of "Figures of Yanji"
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