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Extension of Great Craftsman Spirit from the Comparison
of Chinese and Japanese Craftsman Spirit
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ABSTRACT: The work aims to propose strategies of establishing the modern craftsman system and craftsman spirit by
comparing the formation and historical development track of the craftsman system between China and Japan. Through
comparing the historical and objective factors causing the differences of the craftsman spirit between the two countries,
and analyzing the historical root of the decline of the craftsman spirit in China since the modern times, it was pointed out
that the craftsman spirit of Japan still had some shortcomings, and it was suggested that China should avoid similar limi-
tations when carrying forward the craftsman spirit. Three practical countermeasures have been put forward: the first is to
formulate new laws and regulations and strive to establish a craftsman system in line with the trend of the modern indus-
try; the second is to distinguish the differences between the protection of traditional cultural heritage and the establish-
ment of modern craftsman spirit, and set up a new strategy for industry and talent development and the third is to improve
the status of innovative craftsmen and senior management personnel to highlight the “great craftsman spirit”. It is sug-
gested that the country should formulate a strategy for the long-term development of the high-tech industry and lead the
development of science and technology and high-end manufacturing, so as to realize the industrial leap from great-power
manufacturing to great-power smart manufacturing, and to internalize the spirit of the great craftsman spirit into the soul
of Chinese manufacturing.
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