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ABSTRACT: Taking the design project of Chinese zodiac mouse tea set as an example, this paper proposes a design
method of cultural and creative products based on Chinese zodiac culture. First of all, the paper elaborates the typicality
and particularity of the mouse in Chinese zodiac culture, and concludes that there is strong applicability in the design
method of Chinese zodiac mouse cultural and creative products.. Under the model of triadic relation of Semiotic Theory
proposed by Peirce, through investigation and collection of the cultural content of zodiac mouse, we sort out the cultural
meaning with high recognition and positive content. Combined with the biological appearance of mouse and the functional
demands of tea set, we choose a reasonable product image to convey the meaning of zodiac culture. By establishing the
reasonable design process and design content, and combining ‘zodiac culture’, ‘biological appearances of zodiac animals’
and ‘products function’ together, an effective design method of zodiac cultural and creative products, and its effectiveness
is demonstrated by the results of actual projects. This method prevents the problem that the design of cultural and creative
products of Chinese zodiac merely depends on similar shapes, and takes into account the positive guidance of cultural
content and the cognitive acceptance of the public in the design process, making the design results more easily to be
market-oriented.
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Fig.1 The relationship between products and zodiac mouse culture in the triadic relation
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Tab.1 Theanalysischart of the part of speech to the cultural contents and cognitive degree of zodiac mouse
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Fig.2 The scatter chart of the part of speech to the cultural
contents and cognitive degree of zodiac mouse
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Fig.3 Theresults of “Mouse” feature extraction
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Fig.6 The renderings and physical display of zodiac mouse series tea set
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