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Comparison between Sitting Environment of Coffee Shops and Tea
Houses from the Per spective of Cultural Inclusion

ZHANG Yi-ge, LIU Chen-shu’
(Donghua University, Shanghai 200051, China)

ABSTRACT: Coffee shops and tea houses are important places for people to drink. The seats and sitting environment
have their own characteristics and express the connotations of drinking culture. The work aims to select the seats and sit-
ting environment of the two as the comparative research objects, make clear the reasons for the gathering and dispersion
of sitting environment through their differences, and analyze the emotional comfort of the sitting environment to people
under the unique local characteristics, so as to expand the benign innovative design path that adapts to the changes of the
times and meet the spiritual and psychological needs of all levels. The coffee shops of Shanghai and tea houses of
Chengdu were selected as the research objects. By comparing how to sit and drink in the two places and corresponding
details, the application history and local attributes of the seats and the changing process of the seats in their respective
representative spaces in the two subdivided business spaces were sorted out. After comparison, the analysis showed that
the seats in the city had evolved through five stages: application as instrument, penetration, integration, human organiza-
tion and emotional transference. It could be summarized as the formation path of urban culture from instrument to place
spirit, which was closely related to people's philosophy of existence and living habits. The urban image can be analyzed through
the usud sitting environment, which pays attention to the space and place formed by the sit creation and its spirit, shapes the
charm of the city and peopl€e's livelihood feelings with fine material design, analyzes people's perception of interest, and pro-
motes the inclusive coexistence, integrated development and habit communication of "drinking" culture among cities.
KEY WORDS: comparison of seat; spiritual cognition of place; cultural analysis; locality
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Tab.1 Introduction to coffee shopsin Shanghai
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Tab.2 Introduction to tea housesin Chengdu
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Fig.1 European style interior furnish of the East Ocean Café on Dianchi Road in Shanghai
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Fig.2 Indoor audiovisual material of the French concession cafe in Shanghai around the 1920s
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Fig.4 Cartoon and scene restoration of an early Shanghai coffee outpost
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Fig.5 Using scenes of tall seatsin "The Nine Old Men of Huichang" of the Song Dynasty, the "Listening to Tweedle
of Qin" of the Yuan Dynasty, and the "Han Xizai's Night Banquet" during the period of Five Dynasties
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Tab.3 Comparison of usage history between seatsin Shang-
hai coffee shops and bamboo chairsin Chengdu tea houses
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